
What’s After High 
School?



College 
Admissions



Which colleges do I apply 
to?

Career
• What do you want to be? 

What problems do you want 
to solve?

Required 
Education

• What 
degree or 
training is 
needed?

Select a 
College

• Location
• Extracurricular 

Activities
• Size
• Private or Public





SELECTIVITY & Top 10%
• Harvard, Princeton, Stanford, etc
• Admit less than 10% of apps
• SAT @ least 1400; ACT @ least 30Highly 

Selective

• SMU, A&M, UT, UTD
• Class rank in top 10-25%
• SAT @ least 1300; ACT @ least 25

Selective

• SFA, Texas State
• Class rank in top 50%
• SAT @ least 1000; ACT @ least 

21

Somewhat 
Selective

• Collin College, 
technical/trade schools

• Accept 100%
Non-Selective



WHAT COUNTS MOST IN 
COLLEGE ADMISSIONS?







Testing 
College Admissions Tests – 
SAT/ACT

● Universities require either,  

many students take both

● Use school code

● Register online

● Register with your legal 

name as it is on your photo 

ID you will bring to the test 

(DL, passport, current year 

school ID)

Placement Exam – TSI 
(Texas Success Initiative)

● No impact on admissions

● Only for Texas public 

schools (both 2 and 4 year)

● Can be exempt with strong 

SAT or ACT scores

● Taken after applying to 

college and before 

orientation



https: //www.act.org



https: //www.collegeboard.org







College Specific

1. Apply to the College
2. Look at the school’s 

scholarship website
3. Contact the program’s 

department
4. Contact the 

scholarship/financial 
aid office



Local/Regional

1. SchooLinks
2. Civic Organizations
3. PISD Foundation
4. Employers
5. Community 

Foundations



National

1. Large Corporations
2. National Scholarship 

Programs
3. Search Tools and 

Engines



Don’t Forget About… 

       Workforce and Certificate Programs 

- Certificates are a quick option to earn a credential that 

can make you more qualified for a job.  

        ex. CNA, digital marketing, construction management

- Associate of Applied Science - Associate degree with 

specialized training in workforce subjects. 

        ex. RN, Cybersecurity, Fire Science

- Some programs will not require SAT, ACT, or TSI scores.



College Take -Away

❖ Get started this weekend

❖ Ask your counselors & teachers for recommendation letters

❖ Start writing your essays ASAP (it’s the hardest part)

❖ Let your parents know the costs

❖ Apply for scholarships



Application Terms to 
Know

Early Decision

• You commit 
to attend if 
you are 
accepted 

• You must 
cancel all 
other 
applications 
if accepted

• Ivy 
league/privat
e

Early Action

• Indicate your 
first choice 
college & 
receive 
notice early

• You are not 
committed to 
enroll

• Shows your 
interest in the 
school

Priority 
Deadline

• Increase 
odds of being 
admitted & 
receiving 
scholarships

• Encourages 
students to 
apply early 

• Not binding

• Nov 1st for 
most public 
schools

Regular 
Decision

• Deadlines 
usually Jan 
1-March 15

• May apply to 
other 
colleges

• Runs into 
FAFSA 
priority 
deadline 





Plano East Counseling Department
Robin Fletcher

Crystal Levingston

Jan Hughes

Jennifer Whitney

Lauren Johnson

Jinnetter Dixon

Craig Loveland

Temie Lehman

Emily Hoang

Haley Blair

Jennifer Spring

Ana Talbot

Susan Epting

A - CAP

CAR - FL

FM - I 

J - MC

MD - PG

PH - SI 

SK - Z 

IB A - L 

IB M - Z 

Collin College / Dual Credit 

Director 

Secretary 

Reception 



COUNSELORS LETTER OF 
RECOMMENDATION

■ Completed during senior year 

■ Visit your Counselor’s Google 
Classroom to learn about the 
recommendation process.

■ Not all colleges require a 
counselor letter of 
recommendation.

■ Complete as much info as 
possible AND continually 
communicate with counselor 
– regular emails are great!

■ Allow a minimum of 
10 school days for 
letter to be 
submitted



TEACHER LETTER OF 
RECOMMENDATION

■ Not required by all schools 

■ Speak personally with the teacher! 

■ Request letter through SchooLinks after teacher agrees, also – 
teachers will submit letters and secondary report through 
SchooLinks to be sent directly to your colleges. 

■ Some schools require more or less than others, so pay attention to 
your colleges’ requirements 

■ Always follow up with a Thank You

■ Allow a minimum of 10 
school days for letter to 
be submitted





Plano East 
Financial Aid Night

January 2024

Application opens December 1st



   REMIND 101 
Plano East Counseling

Text the following code 
to  - 81010

@peshcou

Instagram    
@planoeastcounsel

TWITTER 
@PESHCounseling



Let’s get started 
with 

SchooLinks





Exploring SchooLinks
● Take Assessments-they help navigate the 

college and career planning process

● Take a tour of the Career Center-discover 
opportunities in your area and across the 
nation

● Explore School Profiles-learn about the 
campuses you are interested in



Parents and SchooLinks

*Sent out to all PISD parents





SchooLinks Parent 
Presentation

SchooLinks Parent Presentation

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19VG4tdS-MHLi5zwfD8E9EMY2w9DXDpYMwnHRFL6glZQ/edit?usp=sharing

